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History

The Sobieski Institute was established
by Pawetl Szatamacha and Ryszard Sowinski
Ph.D. Since 2004 it is registered
as a foundation. The need for
an independent, specialized forum
for the exchange of thought and views was
the main factor which led to the creation

of the Institute.

From the very beginning of our activity
we try to secure involvement of prominent
experts and authorities from public life, who
share our Dbelief that Poland needs

an independent analysis and research centers.

The Council of the Institute invited many
accomplished professors including: Henryk
Cwiklinski, Mirostaw Granat, Ph.D.'s Ryszard
Sowinski and Rafal Stroinski, Mirostaw
Gruszka and Marek Borzestowski. All of them,
because of their high moral standards
provide

and  professional experience,

an excellent support for the Institute.

During first two years of its activity,
the Institute has created a number of ideas,
which exerted substantial influence on
Polish reality. A project on Public Hearing,
created by Pawel  Dobrowolski, was

incorporated into the Polish legislation.

A program “Poland - Home of Liberty,”
also devised by our experts, has received
favourable press coverage and support
of the opinion-makers. Ryszard Sowinski’s
project on tax solutions which significantly

amended the previous act was positively




assessed by many specialists from the field

of public finance.

In 2005, the Institute acquired the rights
to the journal entitled International Political
Review, the sole scientific publication
on the Polish press market analyzing
international aspects of various state policies.

We have also established cooperation

with  well-known  publishing agencies
providing access to the Dbest texts

and publications translated into Polish.

Since his election as Chairman of the Board
of Directors in 2006, the Institute is managed
by Sergiusz Trzeciak. Once he had obtained
the position of the Chairman, the Institute

entered a new path of development.

We became a member of the Stockholm
Network — the largest European international
organization gathering European think-tanks.
We are expanding the network of our
partners in governmental, non-governmental
organizations, and business fields. Our experts
have significant influence on preparation
of outlines of governmental policy — project
of Pro-family Policy, which served as a basis
for the official governmental project,

and a draft of the Housing Policy Project.

The Sobieski Institute values and

principles

The Sobieski Institute is an independent,
non-governmental organization that, through
analyses,

its  research  and attempts

at increasing the standards of living in Poland.

In order to achieve our goals — Formulating
Ideas for Poland — we initiate innovative
research and devise effective solutions
in the areas of economy, politics, law,

and social science.




In 1ts activities The Sobieski Institute
promotes the following values:

e strong and restrained state,

liberty and responsibility of

individuals,

economic freedom,

social order based on natural law.

The principles of our activities include:

e maintaining the Institute’s values in
all aspects of our research,

e criticism and intellectual courage,

e acting for common good,

e independence from political parties,
pacts, and groups of interest,

e accuracy and precision In our
conclusions and publications,

e objectivity and consequence in our

research.

Research fields

The Sobieski Institute, as a multidisciplinary
research and development centre in social,

political and economic policy has developed

a research program around the following areas

of interest:

Energy policy — with a particular focus
on petroleum and natural gas. In cooperation
with domestic and foreign experts the Institute
conducts research and proposes complex
solutions in such fields as: global gas market
development; changes 1in access to oil

and natural gas; the analysis of global energy

strategies; the analysis of monopolistic

activities and problems of deregulation.

Public finance — with an emphasis on the tax
system reform. A team of Institute’s experts,
specializing in this research field, superbly
combines the scientific and practical potential
of national and international experience,

which come into effect in conducting research

in the following areas: taxation law, the state




budget, and taxation of international

cash flows.

Economy - with a specific focus on various
1ssues related to restructuring and increasing
competitiveness of the Polish economy.
Experts who work with us - specialists
with enormous international academic
experience from leading universities -
conduct research focused on anti-
monopolistic  policy, agricultural policy
within  European  integration, Polish
economic restructuring, and the activity

of small and medium-sized business.

New Technologies - especially related
to development of Information Society.
Institute’s experts — outstanding specialists
and pioneers in the electronic industry
in Poland - conduct initiatives in the
e-government, industrial application
of advanced technologies, development
of spheres of Information Society and the

New Media.
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Politics — focusing on international politics
and political marketing. Eminent scientists
and practitioners — historians, political science
experts, lawyers — create a base of experts who
undertake projects in these fields. Their
research interests, reflected in multifarious
publications, concentrate on the analysis of the
most up-to-date domestic and foreign political
events including 'Polish—-German' and 'Polish—
Russian' relations, the enlargement of the
European Union and international security.

Law - including criminal, civil,
and administrative law. The Institute

collaborates with scientists and practitioners

with  profound international experience.




In consequence, this allows us to undertake

of the

research in many fields law.
The analyses of administrative, municipal,
constitutional, civil, and criminal law
reforms form the core of the research

in question.

The in-depth expertise of our specialists
in such areas as urban planning, health and
environmental protection has also
contributed to our research program.
Our experts — authorities in the above-
mentioned areas — are authors of a number
of innovative solutions, which are significant

to Poland’s development.

More information on our experts and
research program 1s available

at: http://www.sobieski.org.pl

The International Political Review

The International Political Review (IPR)
— a specialist scientific quarterly t
hat  disseminates @ modern  European

and American  political  thought s

the primary volume of the Sobieski Institute’s

publishing program.

The IPR contains presentations of expert's
analyses, comments on the policies of given
state governments, and recent speeches
from leading politicians. It also presents

a wide spectrum of data, facts and research.

The target audience for the periodical
includes:
e individuals who are politically engaged
at every level of authority,
e Members of Parliament,

e parliamentary advisers,




e journalists engaged in politics,
including international politics,

e students and academics.

The journal is published in collaboration
with  the Editorial Board, comprised
of established publicists, socio-economic and
political  experts: Konrad  Szymanski
(editor-in-chief), Grzegorz Gorny, Pawel
Warzecha, Piotr

Szalamacha, ‘tT.ukasz

Zaremba. Moreover, the IPR cooperates
with numerous international academic
and specialist organizations, including
The Institute of European Affairs in Dublin,
The Economic and Social Research Institute,
The Acton Institute, The Weekly Standard,
Chronicles, The Washington Post,
The Harvard International Review, and The

Atlantic Monthly, providing its readers

with translations of the best articles from these

publications.

Cooperation

People

We Dbelieve that our Institute's value lies
In its personnel. Our members (experts,
researchers, analysts, associates) are creative
and constructive people who are passionate
about Poland and seek to actively influence
its social, political and economic development.
People affiliated with the Institute’s research
activity are professionals such as: famous
economists and lawyers, managers of large

and medium enterprises, and academics.

We welcome individuals with considerable
professional experience and suitable research
background to join our team of experts.
Through collaboration with the Institute,
we can offer you opportunities to develop your
research interests, access to a range
of international specialists, help with
conducting your research and publishing,

and also grant a possibility of collaboration




with other specialists in your field.

The Institute’s researchers and analysts
are an international group of young
individuals - talented students and the
world’s top tertiary school graduates — who
are full of new ideas and solutions
and are willing to develop their interests
under the careful supervision of older

colleagues.

Our junior associates are given the chance
to take their first steps towards a professional
scientific career and have influence on
the shape of the research activities carried
out by the Institute by providing data and

materials.

The Sobieski Institute offers an opportunity

for professional in-service training
and student placements. Students and
graduates have the possibility to work with
our key experts. Wee are looking forward
to cooperating with young, ambitious
individuals with first rate interpersonal
skills, who are open-minded and willing to
broaden their experience in the development

and management of research projects.

Organizations

The Sobieski Institute is eager to collaborate
with other domestic and foreign think—tanks
and organizations which observe similar
values. Through collaboration with other
organizations, we have held a

number of events that attracted significant

interest, including  discussion panels,
conferences, seminars, and  meetings.
Organizations interested in mutual

collaboration — our future partners — are




offered our assistance in conducting mutual
projects, participating in grant programs,
and access to our team of expert advisers

and facilities.

Media

Cooperation with the media is one of
the priorities of The Sobieski Institute’s
information activity. We believe that media
will help, as they already did, to promote
the ideas created in the Institute and direct
them to further discussion on the public
forum. Our expert advisers are regular
analysts in the top Polish TV and radio
stations as well as in newspapers and socio-
political periodicals. They comment upon
issues significant for Poland’s socio-

economic and political life.

The Institute’s cooperation with the media
takes form of preparation or assistance
Iin the preparation of press publications based
on research, analyses and expert reports.
There is a possibility to obtain permission
from our experts to reprint substantial

segments of reports.

Sponsors

The Sobieski Institute is a non-profit
organization. It is not its aim to generate
income. All funds are transferred to
the Institute’s statutory activities.
It is important to note that our funds
and all our private grants come from
individuals or organizations who understand
and accept the values and strategies
of independent think-tank institutions.
All fundraising is done under a strict

transparency policy — the Institute pays




its attention to the transparency of

its financial sources — sustaining the values

of other think-tanks around the world.

We have introduced a special Financial
Partnership Program that carefully follows
the Rules of Financing, approved by
the Board of Directors and the Council.
Financial partners investing in the
development of the Institute, and at the same
time in specific research areas, extensively
support the fulfillment of the Institute’s

mission: Formulating Ideas for Poland.

Opinions on the Institute

“The piggy-bank watchmen”

“Competent, incorruptible, resistant to
political influence - that is how, without any
unnecessary  modesty, they  describe
themselves. They joined forces at The
Sobieski Institute: a think-tank, the way such

institutions are called in the West,
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or a factory of ideas. This is how they define
their foundation.”
Pawet Siennicki, Newsweek Polska, 07/06, p.30

"Brain lending"

One and a half years ago, a group of wealthy

40-year-olds - Warsaw’s lawyers and
economists — established The Sobieski
Institute.

“We had enough of complaining that
everything was going bad. We wanted to
go public, but we couldn’t imagine being
committed to a party — says Pawet Szalamacha,
cofounder of the Institute, lawyer, a specialist

in public finance and international affairs.
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